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Sir: TECHNOLOGY Cb-JE..*:.-: 

In response to the Office Action dated June 14, 2001, Applicants elect the "first 

species" identified by the Examiner, i.e., "depositing a metallic layer and modifying the 

crystal structure with hydrogen by treating insulator prior to deposition." 

The election is with traverse . 

Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection on the grounds that the first through 
fourth "species" identified by the Examiner are not mutually exclusive , and therefore are 
not properly identifiable as species. See, for example, M.P.E.P. §806. 04(f). 

In particular, the Examiner has alleged that the application includes four (4) 
distinct species of the invention as follows: ..n JiDl C f^OPV iP* 
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Species 1 — depositing a metallic layer and modifying the crystal structure 



Species 3 — sputtering metal in hydrogen containing atmosphere; 
Species 4 ~ sputtering aluminum nitride in hydrogen containing 
atmosphere; 

However, since aluminum nitride is an example of a metallic layer (see, for 
example, dependent Claim 5 which depends from Claim 1), Species 1 is not mutually 
exclusive of Species 2. Likewise, it is not seen how Species 4 is considered to be 
mutually exclusive of Species 3. 



with hydrogen by treating insulator prior to deposition; 



Species 2 — 



depositing aluminum nitride and modifying the crystal 



structure with hydrogen by treating insulator prior to 



deposition; 
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For at least these reasons, the election of species requirement is not understood . 
Subject to this caveat, and subject to the above traversal, the Applicant's accept the 
Examiner indication that Claims 1-4, 6-10, 11, 15 and 16 are generic and therefore 
readable on the elected "species." 
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